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Veterinary Behaviour
Theory and Principles

Paper 1
Perusal time: fifteen (15) minutes

Time allowed: two (2) hours after perusal

Answer four (4) from the six (6) questions only
Answer at least one (1) question from each section (Sections A, B and C)

All questions are of equal value

Subsections of questions are of equal value

Paper 1: Veterinary behaviour

Answer four (4) from the six (6) questions only

Answer at least one (1) question from each section (Sections A, B and C)

Section A

Answer at least one (1) question from this section
1.
Answer only one (1) of the following parts of this question:
a) Discuss the statement: ‘dominance is a useful concept when attempting to understand and modify problem behaviours of dogs’.

b) Discuss the statement: ‘there is no place for positive punishment in modern dog training’. 

2.
Answer only one (1) of the following parts of this question:
c) Describe and discuss both the following:

· the development of thunderstorm phobia in dogs, and the behavioural signs associated with this condition

· the behavioural characteristics of dogs that need to be considered by local councils with regard to managing dogs in urban environments.

d) Describe and discuss two (2) of the following:

· nesting behaviour by birds

· sight and sound communication in rabbits

· cat pheromones

· learned helplessness in rats. 
Continued over page
Section B

Answer at least one (1) question from this section
3.
Describe and discuss two (2) of the following:
· round-pen training and the learning theory underpinning it

· the concept of behavioural needs as used in the animal welfare literature 

· the different hypotheses about the development of crib biting in horses 

· maternal behaviour of ewes. 

4.
Discuss the following statement: ‘a good understanding of the behaviour of wild horses is the best way to understand, manage and train domestic horses’.

Continued over page

Section C

Answer at least one (1) question from this section
5.
Write short notes on four (4) of the following:

· altruism and reciprocal altruism in cattle

· the differences between positive and negative reinforcement, giving one (1) example of each for cats

· habituation and extinction

· continuous and intermittent reinforcement in dolphin training

· the definition of stereotypic behaviour, giving two (2) examples for pigs

· the effective use of negative punishment in training birds.
6.
Answer one (1) part only of this question:
e) A giraffe has been transported in a trailer from one zoo to another, 300 km away. It has never been in a moving trailer before. Describe the nature of the hormonal stress response that is likely to be involved in this procedure, the changes that are likely to occur with the autonomic nervous system during transportation, and the associated behavioural changes that can be expected with these physiological changes.

f) Write notes on all the following:
· the welfare implications for elephants performing in circuses

· the behavioural characteristics that influence the impact of domestic cats on wildlife

· the behavioural features of wild pigs that influence their management as pests.
End of paper
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Paper 2
Perusal time: fifteen (15) minutes

Time allowed: two (2) hours after perusal

Answer four (4) from the six (6) questions only
Answer at least one (1) question from each section (Sections A, B and C)

All questions are of equal value

Subsections of questions are of equal value

Paper 2: Veterinary behaviour
Answer four (4) from the six (6) questions only

Answer at least one (1) question from each section (Sections A, B and C)

Section A

Answer at least one (1) question from this section
1.
Answer one (1) part of this question only:
g) Write short notes on the mode of action, potential side effects, behavioural indications and contraindications for use of two (2) of the following in cats and dogs:

· fluoxetine

· nicergoline

· alprazolam

· acepromazine.

h) Describe and discuss one (1) of the suggested temperament assessment protocols for dogs. Your answer should outline the steps of the test, a brief summary of how results are interpreted, and the strengths and weaknesses of the test you have selected.

2.
Answer one (1) part of this question only:
i) A client has called your practice to ask for advice about her two dogs, which are both desexed. She has one seven-year-old female pug — Jess — and one 15-month-old female Jack Russell terrier — Pippy. The client says they have always been great friends. They had two minor scuffles last week and then a more serious fight today, and the owner thinks she will need to bring the pug in to have her eye checked, because it is now closed. Discuss the history you would collect, differential diagnoses and possible treatment program for these dogs.

j) The owner of two, three-year-old, desexed male domestic shorthair cats and one, six-year-old, desexed female domestic shorthair cat has been finding urine sprayed on curtains, sofas and kitchen benches. How would you investigate the problem? What are the possible causes? What treatment strategies might be appropriate?

Continued over page
Section B
Answer at least one (1) question from this section
3.
Answer both of the following: 

k) Describe and discuss the ideal transportation options for pigs or sheep in relation to their behavioural needs. 

l) Describe and discuss the impact of float design and possible behavioural interventions that can be taken to reduce the stress for horses when being transported by float.
4.
Answer three (3) of the following: 

m) Discuss how cow behaviour may be used to evaluate dairy shed design and human–cow interactions. 

n) Discuss the behavioural background to the development and use of sow stalls and describe alternative management methods and why they work. 

o) Describe the key features of a set of deer yards and pens that maximise ease of movement and minimise stress.  

p) Describe the ram shock effect and its use in a sheep-management system you are familiar with.  

Continued over page

Section C
Answer at least one (1) question from this section
5.
Discuss the statement: ‘birds are wild animals and their behavioural needs cannot be met by keeping them as domestic pets’, with reference to a particular parrot species of your choice.
6.
Write short notes on three (3) of the following:
· possible strategies to prevent stereotypical pacing by a brown bear housed in a wildlife refuge

· the possible use of a conditioned reinforcer in training a monkey in a zoo to tolerate venipuncture

· behavioural advice you would give to a client who wants to keep a rabbit as an indoor pet
· the advice you would give a client who puts out bread and mincemeat daily to encourage native birds to visit her garden, about how she might increase the variety and number of birds who visit 
End of paper
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