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PAPER ONE – ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR – 2005

Answer FOUR (4) from the six questions only.

1.
For FOUR(4) of the following: 

Discuss the behavioural principles involved AND give ONE (1) example:


a.
Counter-conditioning


b.
Reinforcement schedules


c.
Imprinting


d.
Extinction


e.
Motivation


f.
Ontogeny

2.
Write short notes on THREE (3) of the following:


a.
Environmental effects on social behaviour in the domestic cat.

b.
Mating behaviour of wild horses.

c.
The role of the birth site in ewe and lamb bonding.

d.
The use of negative reinforcement in training horses.

e.
The functions of play.
3.
Discuss ONE (1) of the following statements in the light of recent research findings:


a.
Domestic animals, especially dogs, are efficient readers of human 
body language.
OR 

b.
Stereotypic behaviours are indicative of adaptation to an environment.  
4.
Discuss the statement ‘The welfare of the domestic dog is compromised when it is forced to live indoors living in a small nuclear family in an urban environment.”
5. 
Write short notes on THREE (3) of the following:

a.
The learning principles involved in the use of electric training collars.

b.
Indications for the use of clomipramine.

c.
The mechanisms of action of fluoxetine.

d.
Side effects in the use of progestins for behavioural problems.

e.
The hereditability of temperament.
6.
Discuss how you would use the behavioural characteristics of cattle OR pigs in the design of handling facilities in a slaughter plant. 
END OF PAPER
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Answer a total of FOUR (4) questions only

Answer at least ONE (1) question from each Section (Section A, B and C).

Section A

1. 
Answer ONE (1) part of this question 

EITHER

a) 
A six month old male Labrador pup is presented to you with a history of coprophagia. It eats its own faeces and this is unacceptable to the owner. Explain why this behaviour occurs and describe several different options you might give to the owner to stop it happening. 

OR

b) 
A seven year old Jack Russell terrier is presented to you with a history of attacking the heels of visitors. The dog was encouraged to do this by its previous owner but the new owner, an elderly lady who has had the dog for 4 months, wants to stop it biting her visitors who are mostly elderly ladies like herself. She dearly loves the dog but is rather frail and appears to have little ability to control the dog physically.  Describe in detail the treatment protocol you would use to treat this dog.  
2.  
Answer BOTH parts of this question 

a) 
A 6 year old domestic shorthaired de-sexed male cat is presented to you with a history of attacking its owner. The cat likes to be petted but after a period of time it either jumps off the owner’s lap, or as happens more and more frequently, attacks her by scratching her face and hands. The owner wants to keep the cat and to be able to pet her. List the possible diagnoses. What advice will you give the owner? 

b) 
A client complains that his cat has destroyed a new leather couch by scratching it to “shreds” when he was away at work. The cat is a 4 year old Burmese de-sexed male. What questions would you ask the owner? What is your likely diagnosis and treatment? 
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Section B
3.
Write short notes on THREE (3) of the following:
a)
The effect of good and poor stockmanship on the behaviour of dairy cattle.

b)
Natural horsemanship.
c)
The biological significance of environmental enrichment.

d)
Anti-predator behaviour of free-range chickens.
e)
The use of synthetic pheromones to treat behaviour problems in cats and dogs.
4.
Discuss the aetiology and treatment of TWO (2) of the following behavioural problems:
a)
Cannibalism in free range chickens.
b)
Tail biting in pigs.
c)
Mismothering by ewes.
d)
Fence pacing by farmed deer.
Section C
5.
Answer BOTH parts of this question.


What advice would you give to the following clients so as to how to improve the behaviour of their misbehaving horses?

a)  
A client presents with a horse that always bucks when the rider gets into the saddle. The horse is a thoroughbred just off the track. The owner is not afraid of the bucking but is fed up with the inconvenience. He wants to keep the horse and retrain it for sale.

b) 
A client presents with a horse that will not enter a float and has to be pushed on every time it has to be taken anywhere. The client wants to start competing with this horse in four weeks and wants to train it to enter a float willingly.

6. 
Discuss the behavioural characteristics of the fox OR the camel which are important for the development of population control programmes for either of these species.   
END OF PAPER

