MEMBERSHIP EXAMINATION JUNE/JULY 2002

AVIAN HEALTH (CAGED AND AVIARY BIRDS)

PAPER 1

Perusal Time  :  15 minutes

Time allowed  :  TWO (2) Hours after perusal

Answer FOUR (4) questions only.

All questions are of equal value.

Subsection of Questions are of equal value unless stated otherwise

1.
Describe and/or illustrate the anatomy of FOUR (4) of the following


a.
Avian Ear


b.
Avian Cloaca


c.
the crop of a pigeon or parrot


d.
avian kidney



e.
syrinx

2.
Discuss the pharmacology of FOUR (4) of the following drugs


a.
Amphotericin B


b.
Enrofloxacin


c.
Metronidazole


d.
Moxidectin


e.
Doxycycline

3.
Discuss the use and application of FOUR (4) of the following in psittacines


a.
Amylase


b.
Total bile acids


c.
Cholesterol


d.
Uric Acid


e.
AST


f.
Glucose

4.
Compare various housing designs and management systems used for Australian Cockatoos kept by aviculturists

5.
Describe the growth and development of feathers.  Include a list and description of the various feather types.

6.
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of a Pelleted "Complete" food versus the traditional seed diets used in pet and aviary parrots.

END OF PAPER
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AVIAN HEALTH (CAGED AND AVIARY BIRDS)

PAPER 2

Perusal Time  :  15 minutes

Time allowed  :  TWO (2) Hours after perusal

Answer FOUR (4) questions only.

All questions are of equal value.

Subsection of Questions are of equal value unless stated otherwise

1.
A novice pigeon owner wishes to upgrade the facilities and buy some valuable racing pigeons.  Write a plan outlining


a.
The facilities for both breeding stock and racing birds


b.
General maintenance and disease control for the birds


c.
The most common problems the owner can expect during the course of the year


d.
Veterinary assistance that you can offer during the course of the year

2.
Describe the treatment of FOUR (4)  of the following conditions


a.
Chlamydia in a cockatiel


b.
Pseudomonas in an aviary of Neophemas


c.
Fungal infection in the mouth of a Rainbow Lorikeet


d.
Cheiliospiruids in a baby magpie


e.
Mycobacteria in a Gang Gang Cockatoo

3.
Discuss the clinical significance and possible treatment of THREE (3) of the following


a.
Motile protozoa in a faecal smear of a cockatiel


b.
Plasmodium in a blood smear from an aviary finch


c.
Coccidia in a faecal smear and faecal flotation of a pigeon from a racing loft


d.
A salmonella isolate in a cloacal swab culture from a racing pigeon


e.
Budding yeasts in the crop of a hand reared cockatiel

4.
Discuss the diagnosis and treatment of a partial tracheal obstruction in a Galah

5.
List and describe the non-infectious diseases seen in neonatal parrots (both parent reared and hand reared) up until the time of weaning.
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6.
A 5 year old female cockatiel is presented as slightly "fluffed up" with a decreased appetite and mild polyuria.  On physical examination there is a small fat pad over the pectoral bone and the abdominal cavity is mildly swollen.  She weighs 120 grams.  No abnormalities were detected in crop and faecal smears.  The bird eats mainly seeds.  It was boarded at a pet shop 6 weeks prior to presentation and has been fine up until now.


Biochemistry results follow.  Normal values in brackets.


Glucose

22

(12.7-24.4 mmol/l)


Protein


25

(21-49 g/l)


Urea


0.2

(0.20-0.80 mmol/l)


Uric Acid

0.1

(0.20-0.65 mmol/l)


AST


400

(128-396 U/L)


GLDH


1

(<2 U/L)


CK


140

(160-420 U/L)


Cholesterol

18

(2.3-5.2 mmol/l)


Amylase 

1200

(113-870 U/L)


Total bile acids

550

(44-108 mmol/l)


a.
Discuss the biochemical findings


b.
List your differential diagnosis


c.
What additional clinical and laboratory data would you advise the client to have 
performed to assess this case and formulate a therapeutic plan


d.
If the owner refuses all other tests what would you suggest to the owner as the 
most likely problems and offer a therapeutic plan.

END OF PAPER

