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Visit anzcvs.org.au/college-merchandise
or contact the College office on  

(07) 3423 2016 to place your order

College Apparel

(All prices include GST. Merchandise 
orders will incur postal charges).

POLO SHIRTS 
$30

VESTS 
$60

SILK SCARF 
$5

TIES 
$22

PENS 
$7

Welcome to the Autumn edition of the College Courier. The 
College is preparing for the largest single cohort of examination 
candidates and planning is well underway for a face to 
face Science Week – highly anticipated after two years of 
postponements. Last year brought bushfires, this year brings 
floods – our thoughts are with all those who have been impacted.

https://www.anzcvs.org.au/
https://www.anzcvs.org.au/college-merchandise
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PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE
Dr Amy Lane, President

From all accounts, 2022 was greatly 
anticipated. There was a collective 
desire to acknowledge the challenges 
of 2020 and 2021, but relinquish them 
to the vaults of history, never to be 
seen again.  

Unfortunately, the fairy-tale dream of 
life returning to ‘normal’ was not to be, 
due to the ongoing cycles of COVID, 
and now widespread floods in parts of 
Australia, and war in Europe. However, 
as with most tragic events, witnessing 
how communities rally to provide 
support to each other, is inspiring and 
allows us to believe that, once again, 
we will come through it all.

Community and People is one of 
the College’s six Strategic Priority/
Focus areas: ‘We know that success 
is achieved through our people, 
including our volunteers and members’. 
Community is also one of the College’s 
six values: ‘We pride ourselves 
on shared purpose, goals and 
mutual support’. 

Why is community considered so 
important to be recognised in both 
the Strategy and the Values of the 
College? Because we need a strong 
community to be able to achieve, and 
continue to deliver, the Purpose of 
the College: ‘Advancing professional 
qualifications and education across 
the veterinary sector, for the benefit 
of society’. 

Council has recently reflected on 
how we can continue to develop the 
community connection between our 
members. First and foremost, we are 
aiming to ensure that opportunities 
for in-person gatherings will occur. 

College Science Week 2022 will 
be an in-person event at The Star, 
Broadbeach, QLD from June 23-25 
(with an online registration also 
available). The 3-day conference 
provides educational presentations 
which span the breadth of 24 
College Chapters. 

It is the Australasian conference 
renowned for providing ‘cutting edge’ 
research findings from specialists 
in their field and emerging young 
scientists. It is also an anchor that 
brings veterinarians from many 
geographically distant regions together 
to share their common interests and 
perhaps gain support for some shared 
challenges being faced. 

The travel restrictions over the past 
two years due to the global pandemic 
has also taught us that regional 
community is highly important. One of 
the strategic goals is for the College to 
facilitate in person gatherings, whether 
that be as an educational forum, 
prospective candidate subject study 
groups or a social forum, to strengthen 
regional collegiality. 

The New Zealand Network has 
demonstrated how desired this regional 
connection is with meetings attracting 
over 100 attendees at meetings that 
were made available online as well as 
in-person, including non-members who 
have an interest in the subject matter 
being delivered. If you are interested 
in seeing a regional College meeting 
occur in your location, please contact 
the College office with your enquiry.

Recognising that members may still 
not be able to meet in person due to 

location or time constraints, virtual 
gathering spaces are also being 
developed through the ANZCVS 
Chapter portal sites using the Microsoft 
365 platform. These are areas where 
Chapters can ‘meet’ for informal case 
discussions, regular journal clubs or a 
more structured speaker event. 

The virtual world has allowed the 2022 
examiners to have a dedicated space 
to collaborate on the development of 
examinations and a secure space to 
store confidential documents. This has 
increased efficiency and will also allow 
examination review by the Board of 
Examiners to proceed more easily.

The provision of our core business 
of certification will also proceed with 
increased efficiencies this year with 
written papers being in an online 
format. With approximately 400 
examination candidates to service this 
year, a more digitally based system will 
hopefully ease the manual strain that 
is placed on the office staff during the 
examination period. 

I wish to commend the CEO Stephen 
Alderman and the office staff, with 
the aid of the Chief Examiner Peter 
Bennett and the Board of Examiners 
in bringing this pivotal piece of digital 
transformation to fruition. 

As always, I wish to thank the other 
Council members for their time and 
input into our discussions during our 
regular (virtual) meetings. I, too, am 
very much looking forward to being 
able to meet again in person during 
College Science Week in June.
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CEO 
REPORT

Weather events may still challenge the 
communities where you live and work. 

It is a difficult time for many members, 
and as a small assistance we have 
offered the following:

“Any College member negatively 
impacted may request to have their 
subscription fee due dates deferred 
for six months as individuals and 
businesses take time to recover.”

The College office in Queensland was 
not affected by weather, although there 
were a few days where some staff 
were unable to find a route to work due 
to flooding.

The College has processed over 
400 examination applications this 

year, a record for any single year in 
ANZCVS history.

This year written examinations will be 
delivered online at invigilated venues. 
The online examination system 
“Examena” is in place and we are 
working on the support materials. As 
part of our implementation plan, access 
to the online system will be provided 
to all candidates well in advance of 
examinations. Candidates will be able 
to familiarise themselves with the 
complete experience, including mock 
examinations.

Planned additional support:

•	 Scheduled online demos with Q&A

•	 Recorded walkthroughs

Stephen Alderman, CEO

•	 Published Frequently Asked 
Questions

•	 Staff ready to assist candidates 
with the process

Every 2022 candidate will receive 
details on the written examination 
process and requirements in the 
coming weeks.

Science Week 2022 is shaping up 
well, with 24 Chapters providing 
programs throughout the event. This 
year we have engaged a professional 
conference organiser, “Arinex”, to help 
ensure we deliver the best experience 
possible to all delegates. We also have 
a 50th Anniversary to celebrate during 
Science Week. You can book your 
tickets now. 

Practice Purchase  •  Commercial Property  •  Goodwill Loans  •  Overdraft Facilities  
•  Home Loans  •  Car Loans  •  Equipment & Fitout Finance  •  SMSF Lending

credabl.com.au
1300 CREDABL (1300 27 33 22)

The issuer and credit provider of these products and services is Credabl Pty Ltd (ACN 615 968 100) Australian Credit Licence No. (ACL) 499547.

“ “Getting more from 
my finance partner, 
means my patients 
get more from me.

Professional and personal finance solutions, tailored for you and 
turned around fast. When you partner with Credabl, you can 
expect all that and more. With a team of experienced finance 
specialists, we understand the veterinary sector so you can look 
forward to finance solutions that help you get on with business 
and looking after your patients.

You always get more with Credabl.

https://www.credabl.com.au/specialist/vets/
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EXAMINATIONS 
REPORT
Dr Peter Bennett, Chief Examiner

We have entered a new year and I 
would once more sincerely thank all 
the members of the College who have, 
and are, contributing to the successful 
preparation and running of the 
examinations.  

Without the hundreds of volunteers 
who participate as examiners, 
observers, Chapter executives, Board 
of Examiner members and the Council, 
ably supported by the office staff, the 
examination process would not be able 
to proceed. The 2022 examinations are 
proceeding with another large cohort of 
candidates sitting Membership. 

As a follow up to the virtual meeting 
held in November for the examiners, 
the members of the Board spent the 
first weekend in February, meeting 
with many of the examination teams 
to support their preparation for the 
examinations.  

The preparations are proceeding, and 
we look forward to providing another 
quality examination period.  We are 
all appreciative of the work, at times 
during periods of personal disruption, 
that the examining teams have 
volunteered to the College.

The office staff are continuing the 
preparations for the examination 
venues and systems for the 2022 
papers. While restrictions due to the 
pandemic are lessening, they are not 
gone, and this has made sourcing 
venues more difficult. We have planned 
to limit requirements to travel, as while 
this is easier, it is not normal.   

Ms Jenny Burnett has taken on the 
challenge of examinations officer and 
the Board is appreciative of her work 
and support in the preparation of the 
examinations. I would like to thank the 
assistant examination officers Lynda 

and Jill, along with remainder of the 
College office staff for their support of 
the work of the Board. The assistant 
chief examiners, Jen Carter, and Linda 
Abraham, continue to provide me with 
great support, along with the Board 
members, Stephen, Lydia, Yenny, Liz, 
Jana and Rena.  

As the candidates prepare for their 
upcoming examinations, I wish them 
all the best. Hopefully the ongoing 
pandemic and weather systems will not 
throw any more additional challenges 
as we get closer to the examination 
periods.

Closing date to register intention to sit for Fellowship examinations in 2023 is 30 June 2022. No 
applications will be accepted after this date.

Fellowship Candidates wishing to sit Fellowship examinations in 2023 should note that it is mandatory to 
register their intention to sit with the College office before 30 June 2022.  

NO applications to sit the Fellowship examinations will be accepted after this date. Candidates who 
register an intention to sit, but do not comply with current credential guidelines will be able to withdraw 
their application before the 31 October.

Please note that the Credentials date of 31 October remains the same, and at this time all requirements 
outlined in the training guidelines must be completed.

MANDATORY INTENTION TO SIT DATE 
FOR FELLOWSHIP CANDIDATES
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UPDATE
PROJECT OFFICER
Dr Rachel Tan, Project Officer

SCIENCE WEEK  
23-25 JUNE 2022
Science Week 2022 will see a record number of 24 Chapters 
presenting a program. The return to an in-person conference 
has been highly anticipated. In addition to in-person 
registration, virtual registration will also be available, with all 
delegates having access to all available content for three 
months after Science Week on-demand through the Science 
Week 2022 Event Portal.

The Jubilee Conference Dinner on the Friday night has also 
been redesigned to move away from the formal awards 
ceremony of prior years to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the 
College. There will be a festive atmosphere with food stations 
and live music and we look forward to seeing you all there!

Science Week 2022  
Participating Chapters
Animal Welfare Pig Health and Production
Cattle Radiology
Dentistry Small Animal Medicine
Dermatology Small Ruminant
Emergency and Critical Care Surgery
Epidemiology Veterinary Anaesthesia and 

Analgesia
Equine Veterinary Behaviour
Feline Veterinary Oncology
Medicine and Management 
of Laboratory Animals

Veterinary Practice Small 
Animal

Ophthalmology Veterinary Public Health
Pathobiology Veterinary Sports Medicine 

and Rehabilitation
Pharmacology Zoo and Wildlife

The preliminary program and registration site can be found 
at the Science Week website: www.vetscienceweek.com.au  

ONLINE 
EXAMINATION 
DELIVERY 2022 
Preparation for digital delivery 
of Paper 1 and Paper 2 for all 
examinations is progressing 
well using the Examena 
Application. 

User information for both 
Candidates and Examiners 
have already been prepared and are scheduled for release 
in the upcoming months. Each candidate will have a 
user-friendly dashboard where their scheduled exams 
are displayed.

A demonstration examination will be released at the end of 
April so that candidates can test the system and its’ various 
functions. This sample exam may be accessed multiple times 
prior to the exam period.

If you have any questions about the Science Week or Online 
Examination Delivery, please contact me at po@anzcvs.org.au

www.vetscienceweek.com.au
mailto:po@anzcvs.org.au
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COUNCIL  
ELECTIONS

The College Council is the body that 
administers the College on behalf of the 
Membership. Your involvement is essential. 

Two places on Council are available for 
election this year, with nominations for these 
positions currently being called. Dr Zoe Lenard 
will retire from Council in July after serving six 
years as a Councillor. We have been greatly 
appreciative of Zoe’s support, leadership, 
integrity, dedication and hard work, especially 
in her role as President, where she oversaw a 
transition to a more strategic Council.  

We thank Zoe for her valuable contribution to 
the College, and wish her all the best. Dr David 
Tabrett has indicated that he will stand for 
re-election to Council. Dr Tabrett is the current 
Honorary Treasurer and Chair of the Finance 
and Risk Committee and the Governance 
Working Group.  

All members should consider nominating for 
Council if you have an interest in the future 
and objectives of the College and a desire to 
make a significant contribution to the veterinary 
profession. 

Councillors are offered directorship training 
and extensive support from the College office 
and find the experience of serving on Council 
to be a most rewarding and enjoyable one. All 
financial Members and Fellows of the College 
are eligible for nomination and election for 
Council. A nomination form is available here. 

As a member of the Australian and New 
Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists, you 
are encouraged to vote in the 2022 Council 
election. Council, as the Board of Directors of 
the College, manages the strategic objectives 
of the College and therefore significantly 
influences the future of the veterinary 
profession in Australia and New Zealand.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF COUNCILLORS

1.	 Councillors should hold copies of and be familiar with the 
current Constitution.

2.	 Councillors have an obligation to participate actively 
in College affairs and activities and to this end should 
familiarise themselves with the decisions of the Council 
and Board of Examiners by reading all Minutes, Policies, 
Memoranda and Reports distributed by the College Office.  
Councillors should respond to College issues raised in these 
documents.

3.	 Councillors should maintain an active interest in the affairs 
and activities of the College and its Chapters and provide an 
avenue of liaison and guidance.

4.	 Councillors have an obligation to attend in-person Council 
meetings and the Annual General Meeting where fares, 
accommodation and necessary meals are paid by the 
College.

5.	 Councillors should act as ambassadors for the College by 
promoting membership and fellowship.

6.	 Councillors have the same legal responsibilities as the 
directors of any company of limited liability.

7.	 All elected Councillors must be prepared to offer themselves 
for office.

8.	 Councillors will receive extensive support from College 
management staff, plus training in corporate governance.

HOW TO NOMINATE

To nominate for Council, please download and 
complete the online form available here. Nominations 
close 15 May 2022.

https://ripehosting.blob.core.windows.net/anzcvs-dev-media/36861/6-anzcvs-council-nomination-form-2022-interactive-pdf.pdf
https://ripehosting.blob.core.windows.net/anzcvs-dev-media/36861/6-anzcvs-council-nomination-form-2022-interactive-pdf.pdf
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BOARD OF EXAMINER 
NOMINATIONS

The Board of Examiners is seeking two new Members or Fellows of the College to 
join the Board of Examiners. In order to join the Board, you must have previously 
served as an examiner for the College, and have an interest in examinations, 
assessment, education and the College generally. Expertise in assessment practice 
and/or managing training programs is highly desirable. 

Interested persons must be available for Board of Examiners meetings, the Examiners 
Workshop February annually and examination duties during the Science Week 
examination period, and must be enthusiastic and willing to contribute to Board 
activities. Successful applicants will be selected by Council following recommendation 
made by the BoE. It is desirable that within the Board there be representation from a 
wide breadth of subject backgrounds and working experiences, a mixture of Members 
and Fellows, a gender balance, and some representation from New Zealand. 

Board of Examiners members join either the Training and Credentials Committee or 
the Examinations Committee. They are expected to attend College examinations to 
act as observers during the examinations, and attend the Board meetings. These are 
currently held via Zoom, however there are usually two - three face-to-face meetings 
held when possible in addition to videoconference meetings as required during the 
year.  BoE members should be able to devote at least five-seven hours per week 
to duties associated with the Board of Examiners. They are valuable members of a 
progressive and dynamic team, ably supported by College staff. 

For further information please contact the College Office. 

An application form is attached. Completed application forms should be forwarded to 
the College office by email or post by Friday 6 May 2022.

Link to application form: here

Telephone:	 International +61 (07) 3423 2016
Email:	 examinations@anzcvs.org.au 
Web:	 www.anzcvs.org.au
Postal Address	 Building 3, Garden City Office Park, 2404 Logan Road
	 EIGHT MILE PLAINS  QLD  4113 Australia

Australian and New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists

Board of Examiners (BoE)
Call for Nominations

https://ripehosting.blob.core.windows.net/anzcvs-dev-media/36860/application-form-to-join-the-board-of-examiners-003.pdf
mailto:examinations@anzcvs.org.au
http://www.anzcvs.org.au
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Delegates attending the three-day
cutting edge scientific program have the
options for in-person or virtual
registration with full access to 3-months
of on-demand content (excluding
abstract sessions).

ANZCVS will hold Science Week on 23-25
June 2022 at The Star, Gold Coast with
health and safety precautions in place. 

Registrat ions  open  1  March!

Complete  the  registrat ion  form  to

gain  access  to  the  Conference

and  on -demand  recordings  3 -

months  post -event.

REGISTRATION

Registrat ions  open:  1  March

Final  program  release:  28  March

Abstract  submissions  close:  

Conference  dates:  23  -  25  June

     29  Apri l

KEY DATES

The  prel iminary  program

features  24  Chapters

part icipat ing  both  in -person  and

online.  

 

View  the  prel iminary  program

here.

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

ANZCVS

SCIENCE WEEK

23 - 25 JUNE

2022

The Star, Gold Coast

W W W . V E T S C I E N C E W E E K . C O M . A U
T E A M @ V E T S C I E N C E W E E K . C O M . A U

www.vetscienceweek.com.au
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DR PANAYIOTIS 
MAVRIKIOS 
DVM MRCVS MANZCVS
Dr Mavrikios became a member of the 
College In Medicine of Cats (UK) in 
2013. He shares some of his thoughts 
on the membership process, as a 
European based veterinarian. 

"I consider this to be a very fair 
examination process that covers all 
aspects of Feline Medicine as well as 
basic knowledge of basic sciences. 

For me, it was more about the 
journey than the actual exam itself. 
The preparation process was very 
interesting: studying for an exam for 
the first time since graduation was 
a big challenge, especially as I was 
taught veterinary medicine in Greek 
and this exam is in English. 

Based in London, I had the opportunity, 
as part of my revision, to meet up with 
other candidates as well as mentors on 
a monthly basis (feline club meetings) 
where we would discuss examination-
related matters and support each other. 

I felt I learned quite a lot during my 
study and if I could only pick one 
thing from this process, is that it really 
helped me organising things quite well 
in my head so I could then go and 
demonstrate the level of knowledge 
and depth of understanding required 
for Membership level. Exam technique 
was as important as knowledge for 
being successful during my attempt. 

For us European vets, this is a 
fantastic opportunity to obtain a 
further qualification in Feline Medicine 
and it was great to hear that ISFM 

MEMBER  
SPOTLIGHT

has adopted the Membership in 
Medicine of Cats as its official 
postgraduate qualification. 

Furthermore, vets in the UK can now 
apply for Advanced Practitioner status 
on the basis of this qualification. 

Achieving Membership in Medicine 
of Cats has helped me in many ways 
in my career and certainly opened a 
few doors for me. Overall, it boosted 
my confidence and colleagues would 

For us European vets, this 
is a fantastic opportunity to 
obtain a further qualification 
in Feline Medicine and 
it was great to hear that 
ISFM has adopted the 
Membership in Medicine 
of Cats as its official 
postgraduate qualification. 

very much value my input on their 
feline cases. 

I can help my community by 
providing advice and support to fellow 
veterinarians and cat lovers, and I can 
spread important information related 
to health and well-being of cats. I feel 
privileged to have worked in a state-
of-the-art cat-only practice, something 
which I don’t think it would have been 
possible without this qualification." 

Best, Panayiotis
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CHAPTERS

ANIMAL REPRODUCTION 
CHAPTER

Dear Members

Many of our members have had a busy 
stud season, with the rest keeping 
themselves busy assisting in bringing 
new life to the planet.

There are some interesting 
developments in the reproduction 
welfare scene with updates in the 
welfare legislation in Victoria and NSW 
and possibly other States. 

It has been a good time to consider 
many aspects of fertility assessment 
and breeding of animals. It looks 
like it will be a good time to bring 
various Chapters together to debate 
and discuss in particular, the ethics 
and welfare of surgical artificial 
insemination in canines, and the use of 
electro-ejaculation in ruminants.

Our chapter is intending to have our 
next Science Week gathering in 2023 

when we hold our next examination 
round. We look forward to welcoming 
new members then, and to meet up 
and discuss topics pertinent to our 
speciality with the rest of the College 
members.

Allan Gunn, Jasmin Hyatt,  
Natali Krekeler  
(Reproduction Chapter committee)

ANIMAL WELFARE 
CHAPTER 
2022 Science Week

The Animal Welfare Chapter program 
is finalized, with the first day focusing 
solely on animal welfare with a 
fantastic array of topics and speakers 
ranging from confiscation of animals 
from illegal trading, euthanasia of zoo 
animals, fish welfare and a focus on 
cattle including a presentation from 
our inaugural student award winner, 
Yolande Kaurivi on cow and calf 
welfare in Namibia. 

Our joint sessions with Animal 
Behaviour and Small Ruminants are 
also shaping up to be really interesting 
and informative with the behaviour 
sessions focusing on the interface 
between behaviour and welfare in 
clinical settings. Several species will be 
covered in the small ruminant sessions 
including alpacas, sheep and goats. 
We are excitedly anticipating having 
as many people as possible attend in 
person.

2022 Examinations

Examination preparations are well in 
hand with the final run down to papers 
being finalized.

2022 David Bayvel Award

We are now calling for applications for 
the prestigious David Bayvel Award, 
which close on 31st March. Please 
email submissions or queries to  
Kat Littlewood 
secretaryanimalwelfare@anzcvs.org.au

DENTISTRY CHAPTER
The Dentistry Chapter have an exciting 
program organised for Science Week 
with presentations from chapter 
members, an equine specialist and 
two specialist human dentists (a 
prosthodontist and a periodontist). 

We are looking forward to all being 
able to meet up in reality!  This year 
we have candidates in both Equine 
and Small Animal disciplines sitting 
membership exams, so hopefully we 
will soon have even more members to 
join our small and enthusiastic group. 

mailto:secretaryanimalwelfare@anzcvs.org.au
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Members in Victoria are planning 
a social event this year and the 
challenge is out for all members in 
other Australian States and NZ to do 
the same! 

We would appreciate photos so we can 
post them to the Facebook page. 

Finally, in 2023 the Chapter turns 30!   
A great chance to celebrate the 
College and Dentistry Chapter, so we 
will be brainstorming ways on how to 
best to achieve this.  

Our thoughts are with all the vets 
involved in the challenges of today in 
our part of the world, namely the recent 
flooding in Queensland and NSW and 
the spread of Covid.  

Kia Kaha, Stay Strong 
Janine van Dam BVSc MAVZCVS 
Dentistry Chapter President

VETERINARY 
ANAESTHESIA AND 
ANALGESIA CHAPTER
Pigs? Sheep? Horses? ... and 
anaesthesia? Yep, we do it all! 

This year’s VAA programme is 
large animal focused with combined 
sessions with both Pig Health 
and Production and Equine, plus 
fascinating presentations on new 
information on sheep sedation and 
possible side-effects, along with an 
up-to-date review on equine recovery 
from general anaesthesia, monitoring 
sedation for equine standing surgery 
plus plenty more. 

Hear about non-technical skills of the 
anaesthetist and abstract presentations 
from our current residents, interns and 
researchers. With plenty of discussion 
time and opportunity for Q&A, this 
year’s Science Week Veterinary 
Anaesthesia and Analgesia programme 
promises to be large!

We will also launch our strategy for 
Chapter led continuing education 
for vets and nurses.  This initiative 
was borne from the outcomes of our 
Working Group, who investigated 

the nuances of monitoring animals 
during anaesthesia and the variation 
in prioritisation for monitoring amongst 
vet students, veterinary educators, vet 
nurses and experienced vets.  

The continuing education programme 
will be revealed during Science Week 
and promises to be an essential 
resource for vets and nurses aiming to 
provide the best peri-operative care for 
the animals in their care.

Gabby

VETERINARY ONCOLOGY 
CHAPTER
The Oncology Chapter have been 
busy preparing for the 2022 fellowship 
examinations.  

We had our annual meeting to plan 
the 2022 examination at the end of 
last year with the specialists and for 
a resident review session for the 
residents, all done online via Zoom.  

This “new normal” method of meeting 
during the pandemic has meant more 
people have been able to access 
these meetings which has been an 
unexpected benefit. 

Thank you to Dr Ken Wyatt for 
chairing the meeting and taking on 
the head examiner role and to Dr Liz 
Morgan who has taken on the second 
examiner role. Thank you also to 
the specialists who presented at the 
resident review workshop: Dr Valerie 
Poirier on radiation therapy, Dr Claire 
Cannon on examination technique and 
Dr Peter Bennett on immunology and 
immunotherapy.  

Drs Kathleen O’Connell and Penny 
Brown have again been keeping 

busy planning for the 2022 Science 
Week program and we look forward to 
sharing more details with you all soon 
regarding the content and speakers.  
This is planned for an in-person 
conference at the Star in Broadbeach.  
If you have any interest in presenting, 
please feel free to contact Kathleen, 
Penny or myself. 

We thank Penny and Kathleen once 
again for their tireless efforts in 
organising the Science Week program.  

Otherwise, it has been a quiet 
quarter for the Oncology Chapter as 
we consolidate and prepare for the 
examinations and Science Week 
program. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact us regarding any chapter 
matters and if you would like to be 
involved in chapter activities.  

Warm regards,
Laura Brockley  
(presidentvetonco@anzcvs.org.au)

VETERINARY PRACTICE 
SMALL ANIMAL CHAPTER
The recently formed chapter, Veterinary 
Practice Small Animal, is excited to 
be planning an inaugural Science 
Week program. 

The team has compiled a 
fascinating two days devoted to 
the many problems associated with 
brachycephalic breeds. 

This will include presentations from 
specialists in many disciplines, 
including ophthalmology, cardiology, 
oncology, dentistry, anaesthesia, critical 
care, dermatology, airway surgery, 
spinal deformities and presentations on 
anaesthetic recovery and nutrition. 

mailto:presidentvetonco@anzcvs.org.au
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Chapters continued

The Chapter will also have a forum 
on the efforts being made to alter 
and improve the phenotype of 
these breeds.

The Chapter is pleased to announce 
that Royal Canin has come on board 
as the major Chapter sponsor, and 
thanks them for their support.

In other news, the examinations team 
is hard at work, finalising membership 
examinations in Veterinary Practice 
Small Animal – our third examination 
offering. We wish all our candidates the 
very best of luck.

VETERINARY SPORTS 
MEDICINE AND 
REHABILITATION CHAPTER
The Veterinary Sports Medicine & 
Rehabilitation (VSMR) Chapter has 
been busy in the past few months.  

The VSMR Subject Exams Committee 
is preparing the inaugural VSMR-
Canine papers to be sat for the first 
time this year, and the VSMR-Equine 
are not far behind; with confirmation 
that the inaugural VSMR-Equine 
exams will be run in 2023.  

There has been strong interest in 
membership candidates wanting to 
sit both papers, with over 10 people 
planning to sit the canine exam in its 
first year. I am extremely grateful for 
all the hard work and time both the 
Subject Standards and Subject Exams 
Committees teams have put in to 
ensuring that the exams proceed.

The Science Week Convenors have 
also been really busy organising 
sponsors and speakers for this year's 
two day VSMR stream.  

Friday's stream is Equine focussed, 
with topics focussing on back pain, 
and poor performance in race 
horses. Saturday's stream is Canine 
focussed with a range of topics 
covering rehabilitation in intensive 
care situations, iliopsoas injuries, 
vestibular disease, canine back pain 
and management of phantom limbs.  
Excitingly we have collaborated with 

the Surgery and Radiology chapters 
to provide talks on intervertebral 
disc disease, imaging and treatment 
updates as well.  

We look forward to seeing you all 
there, and being able to discuss the 
benefits of collaboration amongst our 
fields to improve patient outcomes!

ZOO AND WILDLIFE 
CHAPTER
With the dawning of a new year comes 
a new name for the former Zoo and 
Wildlife Medicine Chapter.

Following a successful motion put 
forward by the Chapter Executive 
and Standards Committee at the 
September 2021 AGM, we have been 
rebirthed as the Zoo and Wildlife 
Chapter. 

The removal of the word ‘Medicine’ 
reflects the expansion of the role of 
veterinarians working in the zoo and 
wildlife sectors into fields beyond 
medicine. In addition to the clinical 
management of health problems 
of individuals, members of our 
chapter are involved in population 
management, animal welfare, 
behaviour, reproduction, veterinary 
aspects of conservation projects, 
biosecurity, emergency response and 
zoonotic disease surveillance. So, it’s 
not just biodiversity we’re passionate 
about, but our own diversity too!

The Chapter was delighted to welcome 
two new members in 2021, Dr Petra 
Schnitzer and Dr Kathlyn Reed. We 

look forward to the future contributions 
they will make to this dynamic field and 
our chapter activities. 

Meanwhile the Examinations 
Committee, and particularly the 
examiners, have been working 
tirelessly to compile the 2022 papers 
for upcoming examinations in both of 
our chapter subjects. Concurrently, 
plans are underway to update and 
refresh the chapter website, so please 
do get in touch to suggest content you 
might find useful. 

After a successful and enlightening one 
day online Science Week program in 
2021, covering topics from emerging 
infectious diseases to wildlife triage, 
and diagnostics to therapeutics, the 
program for our 2022 event is currently 
being finalised. Once again David 
Blyde is doing a sterling job in his role 
as Science Week Chapter Convenor 
and we encourage all interested 
presenters to contact myself or David 
as soon as possible to discuss any last 
minute proposals. 

To balance last year’s free-ranging 
wildlife focus, we intend to shine the 
spotlight this year on cases and issues 
relevant to captive care and want to 
mine your minds for input on wildlife 
emergency management guidance.  
We are optimistically looking forward to 
meeting up in person and can’t wait to 
see you on the Gold Coast in June!

Finally, with natural disasters and 
disease outbreaks afoot again across 
our region, please stay safe out there. 

Michelle Campbell-Ward
presidentzooandwildlife@anzcvs.org.au

mailto:presidentzooandwildlife@anzcvs.org.au
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ANZCVS  
KEY DATES

7 & 8 
JUN

Written Examinations

17 
JUN

Voting for  
Council closes

23-25 
JUN

Science Week 2022 
Scientific Meeting

24
JUN

Annual General Meeting

24 
JUN

Gala Dinner

2 & 3 
 JULY

Fellowship Practical/Oral 
Examinations

9-11 
JUL

Membership Oral 
Examinations

16 & 17 
JUL

Medicine of Cats UK 
Oral Examinations

31 
OCT

Fellowship Credentials 
due date

31   
OCT

Membership 
Examinations due date

28 
NOV 

Examiners Workshop 
(initial)

22  
DEC to  

4 JAN

College office closed for 
Christmas

Early
FEB

Examiners Workshop 
(second)

28 
FEB

Applications close for 
College Awards

15 
MAY

Council Nominations 
closed

23
MAY

AGM Papers to 
Members

2021/2022
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CONTACT US
Building 3, Garden City Office Park
2404 Logan Road
EIGHT MILE PLAINS QLD 4113

Phone:	(07) 3423 2016
Email	 cm@anzcvs.org.au
Web: 	 anzcvs.org.au

ANZCVS

Certifying excellence in
veterinary science

mailto:cm@anzcvs.org.au
http://www.anzcvs.org.au
https://www.anzcvs.org.au/

